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Party Time!
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Success Criteria

Aim
• I can solve word problems involving all four operations.

• I can identify the important information in a word problem.

• I can find the calculation I need to do to answer the question.

• I can solve the problem and check my answer.
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Using one digit per box, how many different calculations
can you think of to make this equation correct?

Possibilities

Time’s Up!

Click the clock for a three-minute countdown. 
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I visit two shops to find the best price for cupcakes for my party.
The lady in Sweet Treats is really nice and even lets me taste one! 

Cupcake Conundrum

Look at the words in 
the question. 

Sweet Treats sells a box of 24 cupcakes for £13.20;
Cupcake Paradise sells cupcakes for 60p each. I 
need 24 cupcakes, but need to spend as little as 
possible. Which shop should I buy them from?

What do you need
to calculate?

How can you
work out which shop 
to buy the cupcakes 

from?
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Which part of the question contains the important information? 

Cupcake Conundrum

Sweet Treats sells a box of 24 cupcakes for £13.20,
Cupcake Paradise sells cupcakes for 60p each. I 
need 24 cupcakes, but need to spend as little as 
possible. Which shop should I buy them from?

Sweet Treats sells a box of 24 cupcakes for £13.20;
Cupcake Paradise sells cupcakes for 60p each. I 
need 24 cupcakes, but need to spend as little as 
possible. Which shop should I buy them from?

Highlight the 
important words. 

We need to
work out the price

for each cupcake so that
we can see which shop

sells the cheapest 
cupcakes.
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Which is cheaper? 24 for £13.20 or 60p each?

Cupcake Conundrum

There are two ways
we can work this out. 

We can divide
£13.20 by 24 to work 
out the price of one 

cupcake.
OR…

We can multiply
60p by 24 to work out 
the cost of 24 cupcakes 
and compare the prices 

that way.

Would you rather 
multiply or divide?

Work out
the answer using long 

multiplication or division. 
Which shop sells the 
cheapest cupcakes?
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Which is cheaper? 24 for £13.20 or 60p each?

Cupcake Conundrum

24 for £13.20 is cheaper than 60p each as it works 
out at 55p per cake. 24 cakes at 60p each would 
cost £14.40 so this is more expensive.
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Work out the answers to these questions, remembering to look for 
the important information to help you choose your calculation.

Party Games

It is my tenth birthday party. I love party games and 
need to buy a first, second and third prize for each game. 
How many games can I play if I have 50 prizes? Will 
there be any prizes left over?

I split the party guests into two equal teams. There are 
36 children in total. In one team, there are 7 girls and in 
the other team, there are 9 girls. How many boys are 
there altogether at the party?

We play musical chairs because it is my favourite party 
game. 8 children are out in the first round. In the second 
round, twice as many children are out. After the third 
round, there are 4 children left in the game. How many 
children were out in the third round?
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First, get rid of any information 
which we don’t need. 

Next, highlight the important 
information. 

Write down the calculation or 
calculations needed to solve the 
problem.

Question 1.

Party Games

50 (prizes) ÷ 3 (first, second 
and third per game) = ? 
remainder ? 

How many 3s are there in 50?

16 × 3 = 48

So, there will be enough prizes 
for 16 games with 2 prizes
left over.

It is my tenth birthday 
party. I love party games 
and need to buy a first, 

second and third prize for 
each game. How many 

games can I play if I have 
50 prizes? Will there be 

any prizes left over?

It is my tenth birthday 
party. I love party games 
and need to buy a first, 

second and third prize for 
each game. How many 

games can I play if I have 
50 prizes? Will there be 

any prizes left over?
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Question 2.

Party Games

First, get rid of any information 
which we don’t need. 

Next, highlight the important   
information. 

Write down the calculation or  
calculations needed to solve the 
problem.

36 ÷ 2 = 18 (in each team)

Team 1: 18 - 7 (girls) = 11 (boys)

Team 2: 18 - 9 (girls) = 9 (boys)

11 + 9 = 20 boys in total

I can check this by adding up the 
boys and girls to check that we
have 36 children altogether. 

20 (boys) + 7 (girls) + 9 (girls)
= 36 children in total

I split the party guests 
into two equal teams. 

There are 36 children in 
total. In one team, there 

are 7 girls and in the 
other team, there are 9 
girls. How many boys 
are there altogether at 

the party?

I split the party guests 
into two equal teams. 

There are 36 children in 
total. In one team, there 

are 7 girls and in the 
other team, there are 9 
girls. How many boys 
are there altogether at 

the party?
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Question 3.

Party Games

First, get rid of any information 
which we don’t need. 

Next, highlight the important 
information. 

Write down the calculation or 
calculations needed to solve the 
problem.

First round: 8 out

Second round: 8 × 2 out

Third round: ?

Fourth round: 4 left

36 (total number of children)
- 8 = 28

28 - (2 × 8) = 28 - 16 = 12 (left 
after second round)

12 - 4 (left in the fourth round) 
= 8 

So, 8 children must have been 
out in the third round.

Check it: 8 + 16 + 8 + 4 = 36

We play musical chairs 
because it is my favourite 

party game. 8 children 
are out in the first round. 
In the second round, twice 
as many children are out. 

After the third round, 
there are 4 children left in 

the game. How many 
children were out in the 

third round?

We play musical chairs 
because it is my favourite 

party game. 8 children 
are out in the first round. 
In the second round, twice 
as many children are out. 

After the third round, 
there are 4 children left in 

the game. How many
children were out in the 

third round?
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Use your marvellous maths skills to complete these activities:

Party Time!
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You have three minutes to write a word problem on your piece
of paper (don’t write the answer!). Make sure you put your name on it.

Pass the Problem

Screw your problem up into a ball and 
throw it to another group. Be ready to 
catch a problem yourselves too!

You now have three minutes to solve 
the problem.
Check with the writer of the problem 
that you got the answer correct.

Time’s Up!
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Success Criteria

Aim
• I can solve word problems involving all four operations.

• I can identify the important information in a word problem.

• I can find the calculation I need to do to answer the question.

• I can solve the problem and check my answer.
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